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—they wanted for to drown the wretched child, but alas, 
the little fuckling swam— 

Stowed away in a laundromat bunker, forgotten by the decaying 
world outside, two decrepit washerwomen spend their days laboring 
over an endless stream of linens, and nursing a heartbreak only half-
remembered. Perhaps it began with the orphaned girl they raised in 
the barrel of water. Is she the same who envisaged the entire arc of 
civilization in a single breath…? One cannot be too certain anymore.

THE STORY // 

As if pulled from the shared dreams  
of Fornés, Beckett and 
Hans Christian Andersen



- Four Performers (3F, 1M - some gender fluidity) 

- Performed in English; easily accommodates 
supertitle translation 

- Suitable for any Black Box and can be adapted to 
non-traditional / “found” spaces 

- Requires the use of water onstage 

- Includes nudity and adult language; mature 
audiences only

PRODUCTION DETAILS //

VASKA is a highly rhythmic, darkly comic allegory 
for our fractured world. The piece blends quick-
fire dialogue and detailed physicality with a 
haunting and hypnotic design atmosphere to paint 
a picture of what awaits humanity if we continue 
to forget where we’ve been. The text was 
constructed using literal translations of Nordic 
speech patterns, lending it a uniquely poetic 
quality that is culture-less but universal. The show 
was originally developed and produced by a team 
of theatre artists at the Yale School of Drama.



HORSE PERFORMANCE CO. 
 Founded by Stephanie Hayes and Emily Reilly, HORSE is a highly 

trained, international ensemble of performers and creators that seeks 
theatrical ways of letting humanity’s inner noise leak out; a theatre of 

fragments that drolly illuminates life’s absurdities by relating the grand 
and monumental to the tiny and banal. HORSE works are deeply 

collaborative, merging dance, theatre and visual art in an attempt to 
create formally rigorous explorations of all that confounds us.

STEPHANIE HAYES (Performer/Writer) is a 
Swedish-born theatre artist working out of both 
Brooklyn and Malmö. As a performer, her theatre 
credits include: Elevator Repair Service’s The Select 
(Shakespeare Theater D.C.), February House (The 
Long Wharf Theater), Fairytale Lives of Russian Girls 
(Yale Repertory Theater), February House (The 
Public Theater), Old Fashioned Prostitutes (The 
Public Theater), Illusions (Baryshnikov Art Center), 
Stupid Little Girls (Canada), Shreveport, 
Texas! (Canada). She appears in the films Acts of 
Imagination, which was an official selection at the 
Toronto Film Festival, and Slow Machine, 
an independent feature by Paul Felten, currently in 
post production. Stephanie has taught theatre and 
created work in Sweden, the UK, Siberia, Canada 
and the US. She participates in an ongoing digital 
residency via Instagram (#mamaisamaker), creating 
short videos about artistry in motherhood. She 
holds an MFA in Acting from Yale School of Drama.
www.stephanielouisehayes.com

EMILY REILLY (Performer/Dramaturg) is a British-
Irish theatre artist, based in Brooklyn, who makes 
work across numerous disciplines. She has 
performed at The Samuel Beckett Theater and The 
New Theater, Dublin, The Gilded Balloon, Edinburgh, 
The Volksbühne, Berlin. She has also worked with 
choreographer/director Pascal Rambert. As a 
director her work has been presented at The Gilded 
Balloon, Edinburgh; The Tron Theatre, Glasgow; The 
Project Arts Centre, The New Theatre and The 
Samuel Beckett Theater, Dublin; The Black Box 
Theatre in Belfast and The Yale Cabaret. In 2011 her 
production of Minute After Midday by 
Irish writer Ross Dungan was awarded an Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe First. As dramaturg/artistic producer 
she works with Margot Bordelon, Alex Harvey, 
Alex Mighail, Kate Attwell, Tea Alagic, Jaamil 
Olawale Kosoko, Nina Segal, and 
performance collective I AM A BOYS CHOIR. From 
2013-2017 Emily was an artist in residence with 
Mabou Mines Theater Company. She has an MFA in 
Dramaturgy from The Yale School of Drama.

http://www.stephanielouisehayes.com


PROJECT COLLABORATORS //

MICHAEL MCQUILKEN (Director/Media 
Designer) originally hails from 
Portland, Oregon, where he was 
raised in a working-class home by 
public servant parents who were 
terrified that his artistic 
tendencies would leave him 
perpetually broke. These fears 
were not allayed when 20-something 
Michael became a professional 
street performer for three years, 
making music with garbage.  
Fortunately, he finagled a 
scholarship-fueled higher 
education, and now he is a not-
quite-broke director, writer, 
filmmaker, and composer in 
Brooklyn.  He holds degrees in 
directing and sound engineering. 
www.michaeljosephmcquilken.com

A.Z. KELSEY (Performer/Producer) 
holds an MFA in acting from the 
Yale School of Drama, where he was 
the artistic director of the Yale 
Cabaret. He has worked in various 
creative and administrative 
capacities at theaters throughout 
the U.S., and launched theater 
training programs at The Orchard 
Project and The Eugene O’Neill 
Theater Center. Most recently, A.Z. 
was a producer on the world tour of 
Octavia E. Butler’s Parable of the 
Sower by Toshi Reagon, and before 
that served as associate producer 
for Anne Hamburger’s groundbreaking 
En Garde Arts in New York City. 
www.azedcreative.com

LAURA GRAGTMANS (Performer/
Composer) is an actress, singer, 
songwriter, multi-instrumentalist 
and theatre maker from Prince 
Edward County, Ontario. She 
received her MFA in Acting from the 
Yale School of Drama. Her theatre 
company, OLD SOUND ROOM, performed 
on the Amsterdam Fringe's MainStage 
with an original adaptation of Neil 
Gaiman's short stories. Laura has 
been writing music for 5 years, and 
since arriving in NYC, she has 
started composing for theatre. Her 
hour and half long score for the 
Carl Sagan inspired piece, 
ASTRONAUT, was performed at ARS 
NOVA in NYC June of 2015. 
www.lauragragtmans.com

LAURA BERNSTEIN (Installations/ 
Costume Designer) is a 
multidisciplinary artist, using 
sculpture, painting, video, 
installation and performance to 
reflect on human behavior, 
alternative histories, and the 
grotesque.Laura Graduated in 
2010 from RISD, with a BFA in 
Sculpture and received an MFA 
from Upenn in 2014, with a 
Certificate in Time Based 
Media. She is currently working 
in Brooklyn, NY and in 
residence at Sharpe Walentas 
Studio Program. 
www.rarabernstein.com

MICHAEL MCQUILKEN LAURA GRAGTMANS

A.Z. KELSEYLAURA BERNSTEIN

http://www.michaeljosephmcquilken.com
http://www.azedcreative.com
http://www.lauragragtmans.com/welcome
http://rarabernstein.com


BADrum //
A n o r n i t h o l o g i s t l a y s d y i n g a n d 
hal lucinates his way through his 
repertoire of knowledge. His hospice 
nurse harbors dreams of being a horse 
racing jockey as she tends to his ailing 
body. His wife, desperate to avoid her 
impending widowhood, hides away in the 
bath, basking in delusions of her long lost 
prowess.  

BADrum is a dance theatre work exploring 
traumatic memory, voyeurism, privacy and 
the social codes of a decaying domestic 
space. Fragments accumulate into an 
irreverent circus of foibles and fears as 
BADrum ponders how memory is kept 
alive, what becomes of our achievements, 
how the traces of experience live in our 
bodies, and what it is that unnerves us 
about an empty room.

Our memes, our common hurts, our dysfunctions, and our secret joys—
these are the raw ingredients that comprise the dance-theatre work Okänt. 
Developed over the course of a two-year residency with Mabou Mines in 
New York City, using a process of repeated remembrance and 
reinterpretation, this poor theatre tour de force is as brave and 
emotionally invigorating as live performance gets.

Okänt //

OTHER  
WORK  
BY  
HORSE…



MORE ABOUT THE ARTISTS // 

cargocollective.com/HORSE 
stephanielouisehayes.com/horse 
instagram.com/performinghorse 

DONATE // 

kickstarter.com/profile/horseperformanceco 

BOOKING // 

A-Zed Creative 
info@azedcreative.com 

http://cargocollective.com/HORSE
http://stephanielouisehayes.com/horse
https://www.instagram.com/performinghorse/
https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/horseperformanceco
mailto:info@azedcreative.com?subject=

